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PROGRAMME 2008

Pre-Christmas Meeting

Sunday 23 November 2008
From 11:00am

Jennifer Meston has kindly invited us to her home in
the beautiful countryside of Camden
(Address: 27 Thompson Place, South Camden)
- for a pre-Christmas get-together
Come from 11am, $5 per head, bring a plate for
lunch or afternoon tea.
Please contact Jen before the day to coordinate the
food and give an idea of numbers.
There is a pool for a swim for the young, or young
at heart, so bring your bathers.
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— turn off (as above) at Wire Lane, then into Crookston
Drive, turn into Dawson avenue, then left into
Thompson Place, which is a cul de sac.

Ring Jennifer on 02 4655 1064 for food

arrangements, or directions

3" WIDER COMING EVENTS

Next South Coast Event

Southern Sons of Cornwall
Details contact: Fay Binns 02 4443 6308

No. 317 October — November 2008

davfay@optusnet.com.au

7-9 November 2008 — 2™ CCC, Nowra
SSOC Christmas Party — 14 December
— at the Wheelers home at Tomerong

Central Coast Cornish Interest (CCFHS)
Contact: Kay Radford on (02) ccfhs@hotkey.net.au

CELTIC AUSTRALIA DAY FESTIVAL
Monday 26 January 2009 - Bradfield Park, Milsons
Point Under the Harbour Bridge. Near to railway station at
Milsons Point. No Cornish tent — meet at Celtic Council
tent. Run by Celtic Council of Australia. Highlights include
Sydney Welsh Choir, Sydney Ceili Dancers, a wide range of bands
and dancers, and stalls. Contact: Gordon Connon

- phone (02) 9968 1854; fax (02) 9969 3693; Email:
connonhg@optusnet.com.au

Event in Planning:

Byng Chapel - Celebratory Concert
- Over 21 years since Restoration —

Saturday 4 April, 2009
77

The Byng Chapel ... photo taken spring 2008

Plan to come for the day, or accommodation is available
in Orange — current vacancies at the Canobolas
Caravan Park, 02 6362 7279
or web site canobolascaravanpark@colourcity.com
Note: Working Bee — Friday 3 April
More details of event in next newsletter
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come into contact with a person of Cornish
background you can give them our card to make
contact.

There is a space to notes write on. More cards can be
sent to any member who knows that they can hand
out more.

REPORT
The Cornish Gorseth was held on Saturday 6
September in Looe, and two new Bards from
Australia were installed — Betty Johns from Casterton
(Vic) for study of the language, who took the name
Myrghwynn Hweg Moonta (Kind-hearted Grand-
Daughter of Moonta), and Libby Luke from Victoria,
Rosen Wynn Bendygo (White Rose of Bendigo).

Also honoured was our Secretary, Chris Dunkerley,
the existing Bard Aevrenor, who was awarded the
Weryson An Gannas (Ambassador’s Trophy) for over
‘20 years total involvement with Cornish - Australian
Associations’. The award was accepted for Chris by
Lilian James of South Australia.

Previous Function

Members meeting Sat 13 September -

A smaller than normal turnout heard an
interesting presentation from Eddie Lyon on
Cornish Migration around the world. We hope
more will come to future meetings.

‘Dewhelans’ — A Cornish Homecoming
Looe and elsewhere, Cornwall

By Tony Hill
For months | had been counting down the days until
1st September, for my much-anticipated trip to my
ancestral homeland of Cornwall. With so much
Cornish blood in my genetic make-up [ was
determined to make the trip to Looe, for the
Dehwelans event.

My journey began with the 9.06am departure of the
Great First Western train service from London's
Paddington Station to Liskeard, and onward to Looe.
A smooth journey in 'standard class', with spare

seat next to me, for the entire journey. Lush green
hills and valley flashed by, as | hurtled through the
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counties of Hampshire, and onwards to Devon.
Always a thrill to cross the Tamar River, on the
spectacular Brunel designed bridge, and see the
signpost 'Welcome to Cornwall'! Arrived in Looe just
after 2pm, and met at the station by Lorraine, the
landlady from the Gulls Hotel,
http://www.gullshotel-looe.co.uk/>www.gullshotel-
looe.co.uk/

perched high on the hill at East Looe. What a
spectacular hotel, more like a home, with great views
of the sea, the coast and up the valley. My room, the
Jellicoe', was a sea-front room, overlooking the river
mouth, and sandy beach at East Looe, and along the
coast, as far as the Rame peninsula. Hurried out to
meet Jennie and Mike, distant 'Dan cousins', who had
taken an apartment in Looe, for a couple of weeks,
having flown in from Canberra the previous week. We
met up and had coffee at a local cafe in West Looe,
then walked across to East Looe, to visit the Town
Hall, and 'Dehwelans' office (Dehwelans, or 'Cornish
homecoming' was being held in Looe from the 1st to
the 7th September inclusive, with a host of events,
tours and functions.)

Made a 'whistle stop' tour of the town, which was the
ancestral home of my Dan and Olver families, back in
the 18th and 19th centuries. Had a pub dinner at the
busy 'Ship Inn', of 'cod , peas and chips', washed
down with a pint of the St Austell brewery bitter
"Tinners". Returned later in the evening for the pubs
'Quiz Night', in which | came fourth place. Was more
than ready for bed, but not for the long walk back up
the hill, in blinding rain, to the Gulls Hotel! Welcome
to Autumn! A delicious breakfast heralded the start
of a bright and sunny Tuesday, in the breakfast room,
overlooking the town. Wandered down the hill, to the
East Looe bus stop, at 10am, to meet the 40 or so
Dehwelans 'crowd', for a day trip to Calstock. Not a
brilliant start, with a few members at the wrong bus
stop, and our bus breaking down en-route to
Plymouth! A replacement bus did arrive, and we were
on our way....first stop, St Budeaux railway station, in
Devonport, to catch the Tamar branchline train to
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Calstock. The small branch line took us through the
lush farming land, past Bere Ferrers and Bere Alston
(where my 3xGt Grandmother, Margaret Trewin is
buried, in their tiny graveyard) , eventually arriving in
Calstock around noon. Walked into town, down the
steep incline, stopping at the 'Lime Kiln gallery' to
purchase photographic postcards, and admire the
handiwork. Met at the Community centre by Calstock
dignitaries, for a luncheon, musical performance, and
a couple of speeches. Magnificent array of local
delicacies, and salads, supplied by farms around the
area, washed down with cups of tea! Looked at the
very interesting genealogical display, and was able to
see the baptismal entries of my 2xGt Grandmother,
Selina Trewin and her twin brother, Richard, in the
Calstock register. Had a geological talk by one of our
tour guides, and a quick peek in town, before
reboarding the coach, and on to Calstock church.
Passed by the many farms, churches and villages
associated with my Prout and Trewin clan (including
Metherell and St Dominick) as we travelled to
Calstock church. Spent a short time exploring the
beautiful little church, and looking in the churchyard.
Another guide arrived, to give us a brief talk about
the Roman fort, found across the road, under the
graveyard! Back on the coach and up to Kit Hill, one
of the tallest 'mountains' in Cornwall, for a
spectacular view of the area. Returned to Looe,
around 7pm, tired and slightly 'damp' from the
intermittent rain showers. It was only a pasty
(delicious!) for dinner and a couple of beers at the
Ship Inn, before heading back to the 'Jolly Sailor'
pub, in West Looe. Not a late night, returning to the
Gulls Hotel around 11pm, and into my warm bed,
with the rain pelting against the window.

Wednesday was also a bright start to the day, as |
appeared for breakfast at 8.30am. Checked out and
walked down the hill to my new lodgings, the 'Jolly
Sailor' pub,

http://www.looedirectory.co.uk/jolly-

sailor.htm >www.looedirectory.co.uk/jolly-sailor.htm

which had rooms, not en-suite, for 25 Pounds B&B.
The pub is one of the oldest in Cornwall, dating back
to 1519, with very low ceilings, creaky floorboards
and a resident ghost! Jumped onto the local bus,
bound for the bustling smugglers village of Polperro,
a 30 minute journey, through the country lanes, only
wide enough for single traffic! Wandered down the
windy road, into the village for a very quick look at the
harbour area. Returned to the bus stop, and caught
another local bus to Polruan, further along the coast.
The sun was shining as | boarded a small ferry boat,
for the 5 minute trip across the river to Fowey, one of
THE prettiest villages on the Cornish coast.

By the time I arrived at the town, the heavens opened,
and it was a mad dash into Fowey, to find shelter. Of
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course | did find shelter at a pub, the "King of
Prussia" pub, to be precisel When the weather
improved, | walked to the small local Museum, to see
their 'postcards of Fowey' collection and other
memorabilia of the seaside town. Lots of tourists in
the town, all enjoying the sunshine, or sheltering from
the rain! Poked my nose into the lovely parish church
en-route to the ferry, to cross back to Polruan. Had to
spend an hour there, in the "Luggers" pub, enjoying
the ambience of the village! Returned 'drekly'(Cornish
for 'directly’) to Looe, around 6pm, and into my
'BEB'. Freshened up then returned to East Looe, to
the Guildhall, for a Cornwall Family History Society
talk about 'monumental inscriptions'. After the talk [
went for dinner, once again , at the Ship Inn, to
sample their excellent Vegetarian 'Wellington', washed
down with a smart 'house Merlot'. A fairly quiet

night in Looe, so it was back to the 'Jolly Sailor'. Met
some of the locals for a chat, and also met the
'Bowden-Dan cousins', (cousin Clare is a Bard) and
their partners, who had also arranged to meet at the
pub! Again | was quite tired after my day on the
buses, so thankful of a reasonably early night, in
readiness for another tour the following morning.
‘Stu’, the pub landlord, prepared me an excellent
'Cornish cooked breakfast' on Thursday morning, the
4th September. Walked briskly across to the Looe
railway station, to meet the crowd, for the 9.15am-
4.30pm tour of Liskeard , St Cleer and Minions(mine
tour). Saw CANSW member, Betty Bevins, in the
crowd! Boarded the local branch-line train with our
guides , for a very informative talk about the history
of the railways and canal, linking Looe with Liskeard.

Arrived in Liskeard to much fanfare, with the Town
Crier welcoming us, along with the Lady Mayoress.
Boarded the coach into Liskeard, to the Stuart House
Museum, a beautifully restored house, owned by the
Jeane family, for many generations. It's claim to fame
was a visit from Charles [, when he was 'on the run'.
Morning tea there, then a visit to the very interesting
Liskeard Museum, with their local family history
library. A group of us walked to the Liskeard

Parish church, to see the gravestones of various
famous town inhabitants. The heavens opened as we
huddled under the lynch-gate, of the church, waiting
hopefully for a break in the storm ... sadly none

came, so it was a mad dash to the museum, and up
to the Town Hall. We were all dripping a trail of water,
as we were welcomed into the hall by the lady
Mayoress, various councillors, the town crier and his
lovely wife. A 'slap up meal' was provided by the town,
consisting of sandwiches, pasties, saffron cake, mini
pavlovas, and junket with Cornish clotted cream.
Delicious!!! There was a young local pianist
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playing background music for us, and a 'Battle of
Trafalgar' display (many local men fought at the
Battle, including the brother of my 4xGt

Grandfather!) Back onto the coach for the relatively
short journey to St Cleer, a small village, with it's
strong connections to the mining area. Spent half an
hour in the Dissenters chapel, to listen to a talk, and
check their burial records. Our final stop was the
Minions mining area, a short drive away, where the
landscape was dotted with mine houses, all derelict.
Walked to the Prince of Wales mine, the last mine-
house built in Cornwall, in the early 20th century.
Sadly the company folded, only a few years later, and
the mines fell into disrepair. Returned to Looe
around 4.30pm, and over to my B&B to freshen up.
Made my way to the Masonic Hall, for the 7.30pm
screening of a locally produced film called 'Midnight
Drives'. A very intense, and slightly depressing film,
but brilliantly filmed and acted. After the screening we
were able to chat with the writer/Director, Mark
Jenkin, and also to the Producer, both local lads. The
town was fairly quiet, as | wandered the narrow streets
of East Looe, in search of 'action'. Dropped in to the
'Fisherman’s Arms' pub, which had a young chap
playing the guitar, and locals joining in the singing!
By 10.30pm [ was exhausted, so returned to the 'Jolly
Sailor', which also had a musical night( local Cornish
music and verse.)

Unfortunately | was unable to stay for the weekend, as
| had work commitments back in London. There were
various dinners, and the Gorseth (Bards meeting) on
the Sunday, to close the Dehwelans gathering. Sadly
it was back to the railway station in Looe, for the
connecting trains to Liskeard and Plymouth.
farewelled the town of Looe, and headed into Devon,
crossing the Tamar River, at Saltash, and then
travelling through Devonport to Plymouth railway
station. My appetite had been whetted for more trips
to Cornwall, but probably that would be NEXT year, in
Summer! From the travellers diary of ... Tony Hill

CHOIR MUSIC
Terry Parrell, the secretary of Four Lanes Male Choir
has written with news of their web site, from which
music can be bought. “Our M. D is Alastair Taylor
who has visited Australia to take part in Cornish
celebrations (you may well have met him), anyway [
digress my reason for contacting you is to ask if you
would include our choir website on your link for
cornish music [ will put our web address below. on
our site it is possible to hear excerpts of some of our
music and you can purchase them online with
Paypal, we would be obliged if you could do this for
us it would be ANSOMEY
Four Lanes is near Redruth & Camborne.
http://www.fourlanesmalechoir.co.uk/
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! ! | WWW.CORNISHFIGHTINGFUNDLORG

A legal battle is planned against the UK Govt by
the Cornwall2000 pressure group to have the
Cornish people included in the Council of
Europe’s Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities (FCNM)
BENEFITS: Under protection from the FCNM the
Cornish would gain official recognition as a
minority group within the UK and treated the same
as other included groups i.e.
Ulster-Scots, Welsh, Gaels, Irish Travellers etc.
Apart from providing the Cornish with parity of
esteem and equality of status, the FCNM would
strengthen the Cornish identity by, among other
things, bringing to an end the suppression of
Cornish history in schools. The UK government
fails to fulfil the educational needs of Cornish
children - who are obliged to undergo forced
assimilation to an English curriculum.
The campaign web site at:
www.cornishfightingfund.org
is trying to raise £100,000 in pledges to cover
the potential costs incurred taking the case to
the European Court of Human Rights.

CANSW Public & Members Web Pages:
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~jlsymo/cansw.htm

(This is the public face of the Association — Thanks to
John Symonds, our Webmaster.

Other members resources are available here:

http://tinyurl.com/kwagu

A members’ only site — short URL above — or
http://members.optushome.com.au/kevrenor/merlib.htm
(Access to members ‘stuff — membership form,
sample newsletters, talks, list of sales items and latest
library items, etc.
Editorial note: The content of this newsletter does not
necessarily reflect official views of the CANSW, but rather
of the various contributors and sources! If someone is sick
then please let me know for a get-well message, or other
news please! The next Newsletter is due in December
2008 / January 2009. Deadline is 30 December. ltems
(typed for scanning, emailed, or on disk) very welcome!
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